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Ohservations and Responsive Teaching

Daily observations of students engaged in meaningful literacy experiences provide

detailed information regarding literacy development, strengths, and needs.
Documenting observations on a regular basis provides opportunities for teachers to
reflect on instruction and areas in need of further assessment. Tomlinson & McTighe
remind us that “Responsive teaching suggests a teacher will make modifications in
how students get access to important ideas and skills, in ways that students make sense
of and demonstrate essential ideas and skills, and in the learning environment—all
with an eye to supporting maximum success for each learner.” Observations of student
learning and transfer provide the link between the assessment and instruction process.

Anecdotal Notes

Anecdotal notes are the observations that are written by the teacher during or after a
literacy event. These detailed notes capture students’ processing behaviors so they may
be further analyzed and used to inform the next instructional move. Anecdotal notes
can be taken in whole- or small-group settings or for individuals. These informal notes
contain valuable information about students’ strengths, weaknesses, progress, needs,
processing abilities, or any other observations teachers feel are significant.

What Research Says Ahout
Comprehension Assessment

“The purpose of teaching comprehension strategies is to enable children to
read with deeper, longer-lasting understanding. We should never lose sight of
the goal.”

—Keene and Zimmerman, 1997

The ultimate goal of all reading instruction is to provide students with an arsenal

of tools they can use to read a wide range of nonfiction (informational, persuasive,
procedural, and narrative) and fiction genres with full comprehension. In school,
students rely on text comprehension strategies to learn, analyze, and apply nonfiction
content-area information. They also require text comprehension strategies to analyze
and appreciate literary texts. And we know from research that the skills and strategies
that develop good readers are necessary for good writing, too. Benchmark Education
Company’s resources provide the assessment-driven explicit modeling, guided practice,
and independent practice opportunities that guarantees student achieve.
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Concepts About Print Assessment

Name Date
What to Ask What to look For Results
¢Dénde esta la portada? Student points to the cover. OYes OINo
¢Doénde esta el titulo? Student points to the title on the cover. OYes ONo
¢Donde estd el nombre del autor? Student points to the author’s name on the cover. OYes ONo
¢Cémo deberia abrir el libro? Student correctly demonstrates how to open the book. OYes ONo
(Dénde esta la primera pagina? Student points to the title page. OYes ONo
¢Donde estd la parte de arriba de la pagina? Student points to the title at the top of the page. OYes OINo
¢Donde esta la parte de abajo de la pagina? Student points to the author’s name at the bottom of the page. OYes No
(Turn to a spread.) ;Dénde hay palabras? Student points to any words on the page. Yes [No
¢Dénde hay un dibujo? Student points to the photo or drawing on the page. OYes ONo
¢Donde debo empezar a leer? Student points to the first word on the page. OYes ONo
¢Cémo debo mover el dedo al leer? Student moves finger left to right under the line of print. OYes (INo
¢Puedes sefialar las palabras mientras yo leo? Student correctly demonstrates one-to-one matching as you read. OYes No
¢Cuéntas palabras hay en esta linea? Student correctly identifies the number of words in the line. OYes ONo
¢Dénde debo empezar a leer después? Student points to the first word on the second line of print. OYes ONo
¢Doénde hay una letra mayuscula en esta pagina? | Student points to an uppercase letter at the beginning of any sentence. | (IYes INo
¢(Puedes sefialar la primera letra de una palabra? Student points to the first letter in any word. OYes ONo
¢Puedes sefialar la Ultima letra de una palabra? Student points to the last letter in any word. OYes ONo
(Point to a period on any page.) ;Qué signo de Student says “It tells you stop because the sentence is done” or givesa | (IYes (INo
puntuacion es este? ;Qué significa? similar explanation. Student says “period.”
(Point to a question mark on any page.) ;/Qué Student says “Someone is asking something” or gives a similar OYes (No
signo de puntuacion es este? ;Qué significa? explanation. Student says “question mark."
(Point to an exclamation point on any page.) ;Qué | Student says “It means you use an excited voice” or gives a similar OYes (No
signo de puntuacion es este? ;Qué significa? explanation. Student says “exclamation point.”
(Point to a comma on any page.) ;Qué signo de Student says “It tells you to pause” or gives a similar explanation. OYes (No

puntuacion es este? ;Qué significa?

Student says “comma.”
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Ohserving Metacognitive
Strategy Development

Metacognitive strategies are the underlying strategies all good readers apply

before, during, and after they read. The reader is actively thinking about a

text and monitoring comprehension. We know from the writings of Stephanie
Harvey, Anne Goudvis, and Ellin Oliver Keene, among others, that teachers can
actively engage students in thinking, talking, and writing about texts. They need
to teach students to use specific strategies to think about thinking, and they can
learn a lot about students’ growth by observing their use of these strategies.

Metacognitive Explanation
Strategy
Ask questions Readers ask questions before they read. They often pause during reading to ask questions that help them

understand and stay involved in what they are reading about. And they sometimes ask questions after they read.
Readers ask the following kinds of questions:

e Questions about unfamiliar words or confusing information
® Questions that have answers written in the text
® Questions that have answers that can be inferred from the text

e Questions that are not answered in the text and will need further research or discussion

Determine Readers identify big ideas, themes, and specific information when they read. They may also evaluate the author's
text importance purpose and point of view. Readers determine text importance in the following ways:

e Activate and build prior knowledge

e Determine what is important versus what is interesting

o Distinguish between what to read carefully and what to ignore

e Highlight important words and nonfiction text features (captions, labels, bullets, etc.)
e Make notes and drawings in the margin to understand and remember the text

 Determine author’s perspective, point of view, and/or opinion

Fix-up monitoring When comprehension breaks down, readers use fix-up monitoring strategies to repair their comprehension.
Some fix-up strategies good readers use are:

o Stop and reread to clarify meaning
* Read ahead to clarify meaning

¢ Talk about what is confusing in the text

o Write about what is confusing in the text

©2015 Benchmark Education Company, LLC Progress Monitoring Handbook en espariol
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Metacognitive

Strategy

Make connections

Explanation

Readers make connections when they link what they are reading to something they already know. Readers make
three types of connections to texts:

e Text-to-Self: the reader makes a personal connection with the text
o Text-to-Text: the reader makes a connection between the text she is reading and a text she has already read

* Text-to-World: the reader makes a connection between the text and something in the world at large

Make inferences

Readers make inferences when they use clues and information in a text to figure out something that the author
isn't directly telling them. Sometimes readers also use their prior knowledge. Readers make inferences by:

e Using story clues to figure out what is happening or why it is happening

e Using clues about characters (their actions, words, thoughts) to figure out what they are like and what they
might do next

® Using clues to figure out the book’s themes, or “big ideas”

Summarize
and synthesize

Synthesizing is the opposite of analyzing. While analyzing requires readers to take text apart, synthesizing
requires readers to put text together to form a new idea or perspective. Readers summarize and synthesize
information in the following ways:

e Summarize information by stating the big ideas
* Make generalizations and judgments, or formulate opinions
e Distinguish between more important ideas and less important ideas

e Stop to collect their thoughts about a topic before, during, and after reading

Visualize

Readers visualize when they form pictures in their minds to help them “see” and understand characters, settings,
objects, and actions they are reading about. Readers visualize by using the following kinds of information:

e V/ivid verbs that describe actions
o Adjectives that describe size, shape, color, and other details

e Graphic aids (charts, maps, time lines, diagrams, etc.) that tell size, shape, length, distance, time, and other
information

e Similes and metaphors that compare one thing to another

® Sensory language that evokes how something feels, sounds, smells, or tastes

Progress Monitoring Handbook en espariol ©2015 Benchmark Education Company, LLC



Ohserving Gomprehension
Strategy Development

Good readers apply metacognitive strategies to every text they read, but certain

texts also require readers to focus on specific text comprehension skills or
strategies. In a procedural text, for example, readers pay careful attention to
the sequence of events. In a textbook chapter about the causes of the Civil War,
students must be able to link causes and their effects. A mystery will feature
embedded clues and evidence that good readers look for so that they can

make inferences and draw conclusions to solve the mystery. And as they read

a persuasive essay or a book review, readers will have to be able to distinguish
between the facts and the opinions the author has used to support his or

her argument. Every text requires the application of specific comprehension
strategies and skills. These are the comprehension strategies and skills students
must demonstrate their proficiency with on standardized reading assessments.

The graphic organizers and observational checklists in this section enable
teachers to informally assess students’ application of specific strategies in
the context of small-group and/or independent reading. Each form may be
used with any text to evaluate students’ level of mastery with the strategies
summarized on the chart that follows.

©2015 Benchmark Education Company, LLC Progress Monitoring Handbook en espaiiol



Nombre Fecha

Analizar el argumento

Principio:

Medio:

Final:

28 Progress Monitoring Handbook en espaiiol ©2015 Benchmark Education Company, LLC



Nombre Fecha

Analizar los elementos del cuento

Titulo:

Autor:

Ambiente:

Personajes:

Argumento
Problemas/Sucesos:

Tema/Mensaje del autor:

©2015 Benchmark Education Company, LLC Progress Monitoring Handbook en espariol 29



Nombre Fecha

Comparar y contrastar

{Qué comparamos? {En qué se parecen? (Es este un contraste o

¢{Qué contrastamos? ¢En qué se diferencian? una comparacion?

10

15

22

27

29
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